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General  
 

The British International School of Timisoara (BIST) is a coeducational private school following a British 
based curriculum and accepting children aged between 4 and 13, commencing with the academic year 
2019 - 2020. The school will grow gradually, and we will start admitting children also at Key Stage 4 in the 
academic year 2020 – 2021. 
 
The British International School of Timisoara will offer its students an international experience through a 
British-based curriculum adhering to the guidelines of the Department for Education in England, Council of 
British International School and assessed by Cambridge Assessment International Education. Our qualified, 
internationally experienced and dynamic educators will teach all subjects in English, with the exception of 
the lessons of Romanian, which are taught by qualified and engaging local teachers. 

 
Our Vision  

 

We provide the Foundation on which our Children can Flourish 
Inspiring our students to Learn and Live with Purpose 

 
Our Mission 

 

Building a community of learners where students are given meaningful opportunities to learn, experience, 
grow, succeed and excel in all areas of their academic and personal development 

 
Our Core Values  

We Think, We Explore and We Learn 
We Listen, We Respect and We Care 

We Speak Up, We Participate and We Strive 
 

At BIST we want to ensure that all members of our community understand and adhere to our school ethos 
and values. Rules and regulations will be in place to protect all members of the community and to give 
everyone equal opportunities for development and progress. 
 
Introduction 
 

The curriculum is at the heart of everything we do at BIST. It comprises all the planned activities that we 
organise for the pupils in order to promote learning, personal growth and development. It includes not 
only lessons within the timetable but also the wide range of enrichment activities that the School organises 
in order to enhance the experience of our children. It also includes the ‘invisible curriculum’, or what the 
pupils learn from the way they are treated and expected to behave. Our priority is to foster self-confidence 
and self-belief in a climate of encouragement, growth and opportunity to enable all students to achieve 
the highest standards. We actively promote a happy and safe environment in which children enjoy learning 
and develop the skills and attributes needed to become responsible members of society. 
 
BIST curriculum  
 

BIST is an international school with a British based curriculum. The curriculum documentation will be based 
on schemes of work provided by: 

• The National Curriculum provided by the Department of Education in England for the Reception 
class  

• The National Curriculum provided by the Department for Education in England for the Primary 
School (History, Geography, Science, Art, Music, Computer Science, PSHEE, Music, Physical 
Education and Foreign Languages) 
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• Cambridge Assessment International Education (Cambridge Primary) for English and Mathematics 
for the Primary School  

• Cambridge Assessment International Education (Lower Secondary) for English, Mathematics and 
Science for the Secondary School (Year 7, 8 and 9) 

• National Curriculum provided by the Department for Education in England for the Secondary 
School (Humanities, Computer Science, Art, Music, Physical Education, PSHEE and Foreign 
Languages) 

• Cambridge Assessment International Education (IGCSE) for all subjects in Key Stage 4 with the 
exception of PE, PSHEE and Romanian 

• Romanian will be part of the curriculum and it will be based on the Romanian national curriculum, 
but it will be adapted to the school's stated aims and objectives 

• Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) development of the children will be central to our 
curriculum and it will be part of everything we do during lessons and outside the classroom  

 

Equal opportunities  
 

The learning and teaching opportunities for the Reception group and for Key Stages 1 to 4 are broadly 
based on the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework and the English National Curriculum. All children 
have equal access to the opportunities we provide regardless of gender, ability, race, religious beliefs or 
background (within the context of BIST and in accordance with our Learning Support Policy and English as 
an Additional Language Policy). We plan learning and teaching activities that are appropriate for all groups 
and individuals, and we are committed to providing an environment that enables every child to achieve 
his/her 
potential. 
 
Curriculum aims  
 

Our overall aim is to provide a curriculum that is engaging, relevant and challenging, and in which linguistic, 
mathematical, scientific, technological, human and social, physical, and aesthetic and creative elements 
are intrinsic and interlinked components. We recognise that our pupils are growing up in world that is 
changing at an ever-increasing rate. Many of them are likely to work in jobs that do not yet exist. In order 
to be prepared for the world of the future, our pupils will need to embrace change and be adaptable. They 
will need to be courageous and comfortable with uncertainty. They will need to look at the ‘big picture’ 
and to appreciate the complexity of our interconnected world. Above all, they will need to have developed 
the attributes that will help them to lead fulfilling lives in an exciting but unpredictable future.  
 

Our curriculum aims to: 
 

• Provide pupils with an introduction to the essential knowledge needed to be educated citizens with a 
global outlook; 

• Contribute effectively to every aspect of the development of our pupils: personal, social, intellectual, 
physical, moral, cultural and spiritual; 

• Introduce pupils to great thinkers and innovators, and help to engender an appreciation of human 
creativity and achievement throughout history and across the world; 

• Foster in pupils a love of learning and an ability to work both independently and cooperatively; 

• Promote active, skills-based, child-centred learning that stretches and challenges all pupils; 

• Allow for flexibility in order to respond to both a group, as well as individual needs; 

• Take into account the needs of individual children; 

• Develop the capacity to think creatively, critically and deeply, and to appreciate the links between 
different areas of study; 

• Involve well-planned lessons, a variety of learning activities and wise management of classroom time; 
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• Make good and appropriate use of a wide range of resources, including ICT; 

• Provide a wide range of activities outside the classroom to enrich the experience of our pupils; 

• Be relevant to the international community and context in which we live; 

• Keep abreast of current educational thinking and research. 
 

Curriculum competences  
Our curriculum emphasises key, yet complex outcomes as part of the learning process. As such, we focus 
on developing the following skills in all students: 
 

• Curiosity – the ability to ask questions and explore how the world works; Achievement is driven by the 
desire to explore, to investigate and to question how things work. When children’s curiosity is engaged, 
they will learn from themselves, from each other and from any source they are exposed to; 

• Creativity – the ability to generate new, valuable ideas and to apply them in practice, using their own 
imagination and inventiveness. Developing children’s ability to be creative is central to the process of 
learning;  

• Criticism – the ability to analyse information and ideas, and to then form reasoned arguments and 
judgments. The ability to think clearly, to consider arguments logically and to weight evidence 
unbiasedly is one of the hallmarks of human intelligence. Clear, critical thinking should be at the heart 
of every subject taught in the school; 

• Communication – the ability to express thoughts and feelings clearly and confidently in a range of 
media and forms. The development of skills in spoken language is vitally important for the children’s 
development. Appreciating metaphor, analogy, allusion and other poetic and literacy language will 
greatly contribute to developing communication skills and self-esteem; 

• Collaboration – the ability to work constructively with others. Enabling children to work together will 
enhance their self-esteem, stimulate curiosity, heighten creativity, raise achievement and foster 
positive and social behaviour; 

• Compassion – the ability to empathise with others and to act accordingly. Many of the problems that 
children face today are rooted in the lack of compassion. Cultivating compassion and empathy is vitally 
important and it is in line with our school values;  

• Composure – the ability to connect with one’s feelings and develop a sense of personal harmony and 
balance. Helping children understand their world, based on their own perspectives and experiences, 
and balancing that with an understanding of the world around them is an important part of childhood 
development; 

• Citizenship – the ability to engage constructively with society and to participate in the process that 
sustains it. Children must understand that they have rights, have a voice, and their actions can 
influence our society. Likewise, they must understand that our society will have an impact on them.  

 
Education for life (PSHEE) 
 

An education that prepares young people for life in the 21st Century needs to be based on developing 
values, skills, competences and attributes through every element and activity, from mathematics to sport, 
from literacy to technology. In addition, this broad and balanced approach to learning needs to include 
ways in which education for life and character education are explicitly addressed. Personal, Social, Health 
and Economic Education (PSHEE), to which we give high status and importance, ensures entitlement to all 
pupils and gives structure to the education we offer in the following areas: 

• Personal development, including strands such as values, organisation and safety;  

• Positive self-esteem and self-image; 

• Social development, including strands such as friendships, relationships, bullying, sex education; 

• Health and wellbeing, including strands such as diet, exercise, lifestyle, first aid, mental health; 
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• Citizenship, including strands such as rights and responsibilities, society and community, democracy 

and the law; 

• Careers and life choices; 

• Economic, including strands such as financial planning and understanding. 

Safeguarding  
 

The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expects all staff to 
share this commitment. All children, regardless of age, gender, ability, culture, race, language, religion or 
sexual identity, have equal rights to protection, to feel safe, secure, valued and respected, and to know 
how to approach adults if they have any concerns. The welfare of children must be given paramount 
consideration when developing and delivering all school activities. 
 

The School Leadership Team with the Designated Safeguarding Lead regularly review the ways in 
which children at BIST learn about how to keep themselves safe in different aspects of their lives, both in 
school and out of school, including online. Safeguarding education is delivered through the PSHEE 
programme, Computing lessons, assemblies, talks and other parts of the compulsory curriculum. 
 
Health and safety - Risk assessments  
 

The welfare, health and safety of children are our highest priorities. It is therefore imperative that all 
activities undertaken by children are planned with safety in mind and that, wherever appropriate, a risk 
assessment is undertaken. 
 

When we plan to take children out of school, we follow a strict set of procedures to ensure safety: the 
venue is visited, a risk assessment is completed, parents are informed, and appropriate permissions are 
obtained. 
 

Risk assessments are in place for classrooms, school grounds, the playground, and the lunchroom. For 
practical activities, e.g. in Art, Design & Technology, Science and Sport, appropriate risk assessments are 
carried out.  
 
Assemblies  
 

Assemblies are an important part of our community life. They represent a time when the whole school, or 
part of the school, come together to reflect on important issues, to enjoy group or individual pupil 
presentations or performances, to hear interesting and informative talks, to laugh together, to sing 
together, and to celebrate the achievements of individuals, groups and teams. They provide an 
opportunity for us to emphasise the importance of our core values, our international community, our 
social responsibilities, and our open-minded, global outlook.  
 

Some of our assemblies are planned to fit in with whole-school themes based on global events and 
celebrations. Others pick up on topical themes or items in the news, while others, taken by members of 
staff, classes or parents, will be more spontaneous in nature, which helps to maintain a refreshing variety 
in the nature of the whole year’s assembly programme. 
 
Play and relaxation  
 

Play and relaxation are vital elements of our pupils’ daily programme. They are times in which to make and 
consolidate friendships, to have fun, to exercise, to get some fresh air, to explore, to read, or simply to 
rest. Play and relaxing or chatting with friends helps children to learn to socialise, to get on with others, to 
share, to be inclusive, and to appreciate the values of fairness and teamwork. Play can also be a way of 
finding out about the world and is an important outlet for creativity and imagination. 
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Planning lessons and learning activities  
 

Teachers are responsible for planning lessons with clear learning objectives, broadly taken from the 
documentation concerning curriculum information.  Planning should be collaborative within each year 
group and take into account the children’s progress, as informed by formative, summative and ongoing 
assessments. Teaching and learning are planned in three phases: 

• Shared long-term plans (curriculum themes) outlining the topics to be taught each term 

• Shared medium-term (curriculum overviews) plans giving clear guidance on objectives for each subject 
area and showing interdisciplinary planning approaches; 

• Short-term plans written by individual teachers on a weekly basis for their own use and shared with 
teaching assistants and teaching partners/colleagues as appropriate. 

 

Parents will be kept informed in relation to what students will do in the school (in lessons) during the week 
using the school electronic platform (Schoolbase) where teachers will upload on weekly basis the topics 
and objectives studied, as well as the homework expectations.  
 
Differentiation  
 

Teachers plan to meet the learning needs of all children by providing appropriate challenges and 
opportunities for individuals and groups by covering a range of ability levels. ‘Differentiation’ refers to the 
ways in which differences between learners are accommodated so that all children in a group have the 
best possible chance of making appropriate progress. It can be achieved by: 

• Providing a variety of resources and allowing for a variety of tasks, approaches, methods and 
outcomes; 

• A common, open-ended activity that allows children to respond at their own level; 

• Enrichment or extension activities that broaden and/or deepen a child’s learning and that provide 
appropriate challenge for able pupils; 

• Giving children the opportunity to work through activities at their own pace and to progress to more 
challenging activities when they feel ready to do so; 

• Providing opportunities for collaborative work, through which some children take advantage of peer 
support whilst others benefit from the opportunity to voice their thoughts and to help others, thereby 
deepening their own understanding. Grouping can also allow appropriate team roles to be allocated, 
catering for each member’s skill set and learning needs. Further, strategic groupings can allow children 
to work with others at a similar level, whether high or low ability, and teacher support can be allocated 
accordingly; 

• Making ongoing, continuous, informal assessments of individual children; 

• Using targeted questioning and giving support/challenge to individual children in response to their 
immediate needs. 

 

Where appropriate, grouping for core subjects may occur, enabling teachers to provide the best pace of 
learning and most appropriate learning opportunities for a band of ability. Movement between groups 
ensures flexibility in meeting each child’s developing needs. 
 
Assessment  
 

Assessment is essential to effective teaching and learning. It involves making informed judgments about 
pupils’ progress and achievements and providing appropriate information for a range of audiences. 
Assessment at BIST will be based on the following structure: 

• Beginning of the school year – CAT4 baseline assessment and PASS evaluation from GL Education;  

• During the school year – ongoing internal assessment based on teacher evaluation at various points in 
the year for certain year groups; 
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• End of the year formal assessments: 
o Year 6 – Cambridge Primary Checkpoint in English and Mathematics 
o Year 9 – Cambridge Secondary 1 Checkpoint in English, Mathematics and Science  
o Year 10/11 – Cambridge IGCSE exams in all subjects (except for PSHEE, PE and Romanian) 

 

Assessment should involve consideration of the whole child and include attitudes, motivation and 
behaviour. Assessment is an on-going process and should not be separate from teaching and learning. 
Assessment as learning is integral to successful planning. It is the responsibility of individual teachers to 
keep accurate and up to date records on children.  
 

Parents will be informed on a regular basis through progression reports (three times a year) sent via 
SchoolBase. These will contain valuable information about the child’s development as a whole, their effort 
and work ethic, their behaviour and involvement in school activities, in addition to academic levels and 
targets.   
 
Invisible Curriculum (SMSC) 
 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of the children will be an integral part of the curriculum 
at BIST. Teachers will promote the SMSC development in their lessons and the school will put in place a 
number of programs and activities meant to address this fundamentally important aspect. 
 

SMSC development is crucial for individual pupils and for society as a whole. Academic growth and 
progress can only happen if the child feels safe (emotionally and physically) and develops socially, morally, 
culturally and spiritually. We at BIST believe that the heart of education is helping students grow and 
develop as people. 
 
Creative Arts 
 

Creative arts play an important role in the development of a child. At an early age, children learn to express 
feelings and emotions best through drawing, singing and acting. Art, Music and Drama are vital 
components in our curriculum and we aim to ensure that all of our students are taking an active role in this 
area. 
Our students will be given rich opportunities to discover and display their talents through the curriculum 
and through various projects and activities organised during the school year. 
 
Homework  
 

Our policy on homework is based on the guidelines and standards developed by the Department of 
Education (DFE) in England, which are based on good practice observed in successful schools. 
Homework is an important part of our school programme and it is meant to be meaningful and to support 
the students with consolidating concepts studied in the classroom, by exploring, practising and gaining new 
knowledge and skills. 
 
Completing homework to a good standard should lead to enhanced learning and support progress overall. 
The school will have in place a homework policy which will clearly specify the expectations in terms of 
homework required at different levels and the time allocation for every Key Stage. All children are 
expected to complete their homework as required by the teacher or ask for support when they struggle 
with the work 
 
English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
 

Since English is the primary language in the school, we expect pupils to have sufficient ability in English in 
order to be able to access the curriculum at their age.  
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However, most of the children we admit in the school are children whose mother tongue is not English.  
Thus, we provide a broad and balanced curriculum where children can flourish in their English language 
learning and can access the curriculum at the appropriate level. Further details of our EAL provisions are 
set out in our EAL Policy. 
 
Special Educational Needs  
 

BIST provides for children across a broad spectrum of ability and aims to offer a fulfilling, challenging and 
enjoyable experience to all children accepted into the school. 
We have high expectations of all pupils and aim to do our best to remove any barriers to learning or 
participation. Early identification of individual learning needs is vital. In addition to information gathered 
before and on admission to the school, teachers make ongoing assessments of every child’s abilities and 
progress. If teachers identify any areas of concern, they must complete a Referral Form, which triggers 
further assessment by the SEN Coordinator and, if necessary, further action according to the procedures 
set out in the SEND policy. 
 
More able and talented  
 

In keeping with a belief in encouraging a growth mindset in all children, we do not formally identify pupils 
as being ‘gifted and talented’. We believe in finding ways in which all children can be challenged and 
stretched. However, there will always be some children who demonstrate special abilities and talents and 
it is important that we make sure they are challenged in the areas in which they excel. All teachers are 
asked to be aware of able and talented children and to consider how best to meet their needs. We achieve 
this by: 

• Using techniques for differentiation, as outlined above; 

• Higher order thinking skills and deep learning; 

• Dialogue and debate; 

• Challenges provided in different curriculum areas (e.g. The Primary Maths Challenge, [ESU Public 
Speaking competitions]) 

• Independent work and projects; 

• Opportunities for individuals to teach/help/lead others; 

• Enrichment activities and clubs; 

• Competitions (e.g. those organised by COBIS) 

• Individual opportunities (in music, sport, drama, dance, art, etc) inside and outside the school 
 
Positive relationships  
 

Teachers at BIST make a special effort to establish good relationships with all the children in their classes 
and across the school. We treat the children with kindness and respect. We provide all children with fair 
and equal opportunities to take part in class activities. Teachers follow the school policy with regard to 
good behaviour and classroom management. We expect all children to behave in accordance with the 
school rules and core values, in order to promote the best learning opportunities for all. We celebrate 
children for their efforts and acknowledge their good behaviour and manners, building positive attitudes 
towards learning and all aspects of school life. When children behave in a way that is not in line with our 
core values and school rules, we will apply our school policy related to behaviour and sanctions.  
 
Learning environment  
 

Our aim is to provide an environment that is stimulating, attractive and that responds to the learning 
needs of all children. We change displays at least once a term in order to ensure that the classroom reflects 
the topics being studied at the time.  
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We ensure that all children have the opportunity to display their best work at some time during the year. 
All children have access to a range of fiction and non-fiction books in school, as well as displays relating to 
literacy and numeracy.  
 

We believe that a stimulating environment sets the climate for learning, curiosity and exploration, 
promoting independent use of resources and the expectation of high-quality work from the children. 
 
Enrichment activities  
 

Enrichment activities are planned to support and enhance the curriculum and include the following: 

• Clubs during the school day and after school clubs; 

• Special project days and celebrating various international events; 

• Visitors, including parents, who come to share their knowledge, expertise and experience with the 
children; 

• Visits to local organisations and outdoor areas to take full advantage of the wealth of opportunities in 
our locality; 

• Visits to theatres, art galleries, concert halls, museums and other places of interest; 

• Studies of the local area; 

• Making use of the diverse backgrounds of our pupils, building their experiences and knowledge into the 
curriculum and using their families as a valuable resource; 

• Making use of the school grounds as an outdoor learning environment; 

• Annual residential trips. 
 
Technology 
 

The IT world, in its many forms, has become an integral part of our day to day life and has brought both 
great benefits and great challenges in our world, and specifically in education. Having access to technology 
in the classroom provides students with different ways to learn and develop skills. Teachers use technology 
in creative ways to keep children engaged and to support the learning process. Used appropriately with 
teacher’s guidance as a mean to support progress and understanding, technology in the classroom can 
make the teaching and learning experience more meaningful and fun. 
 

At BIST, technology will be part of the curriculum and will be used to support the learning process. We will 
aim to provide top quality IT resources (laptops, tablets, interactive whiteboards, etc) for our students to 
access the best possible opportunities to learn and develop skills, but also to support those who wish to 
study Computer Science at advanced level and possibly build a career in the IT world. In addition, we 
intend to offer various enrichment clubs (robotics, web design, young engineers, etc.) meant to show 
children how computers and technology can be used in various industries and [to show how our students] 
can help us build a better future. 
 
Teachers’ competences  
 

We are committed to a guided/structured inquiry-based approach to teaching and learning where the child 
is the centre of the learning environment. This is often reflected by a willingness to adapt and change the 
learning activities based on student needs and interest. 
 

As a Cambridge school, we expect our teachers to develop the following attributes:  
 

• Confident in teaching their subject and engaging each student in learning; They know their subject well 
and know how to teach it. They seek to understand their students and their educational needs. They 
strive to communicate a love of learning and encourage students to engage actively in their own 
learning. 
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• Responsible for themselves, responsive to and respectful of others; They are highly professional in 
their approach to teaching and they are collaborative and supportive. They understand their actions 
will help shape future generations and they are concerned about the holistic development of every 
individual they teach. 

• Reflective as learners themselves, developing their practice; They are themselves learners, seeking to 
build on and develop their knowledge and skills through a virtuous circle of reflection on practice, 
involving research, evaluation and adaptation. They support students in becoming independent and 
reflective learners. 

• Innovative and equipped for new and future challenges; They are creative: experimenting with new 
ideas and pursuing an enquiring approach in their teaching. They are open to new challenges, being 
resourceful, imaginative and flexible. They are always ready to learn and apply new skills and 
techniques. 

• Engaged intellectually, professionally and socially, ready to make a difference. They are passionate 
about learning within and beyond the classroom, sharing their knowledge and skills with teachers in 
the wider educational community. 

 
Student competences  
 

As a Cambridge school, we expect our students to develop the following attributes:  
 

• Confident in working with information and ideas (their own and those of others); They are confident, 

secure in their knowledge, unwilling to take things for granted and ready to take intellectual risks. They 

are keen to explore and evaluate ideas and arguments in a structured, critical and analytical way. They 

are able to communicate and defend views and opinions as well as respecting those of others. 

• Responsible for themselves, responsive to and respectful of others; They take ownership of their 
learning, set targets and insist on intellectual integrity. They are collaborative and supportive. They 
understand that their actions can have an impact on others and on the environment. They appreciate 
the importance of culture, context and community. 

• Reflective as learners, developing their ability to learn; They understand themselves as learners. They 
are concerned with the processes as well as the products of their learning and develop the awareness 
and strategies to be lifelong learners. 

• Innovative and equipped for new and future challenges; They welcome new challenges and meet them 
resourcefully, creatively and imaginatively. They are capable of applying their knowledge and 
understanding to solve new and unfamiliar problems. They can adapt flexibly to new situations 
requiring new ways of thinking. 

• Engaged intellectually and socially, ready to make a difference; They are alive with curiosity, embody a 
spirit of enquiry and want to dig more deeply. They are keen to learn new skills and are receptive to 
new ideas. They work well independently but also with others. They are equipped to participate 
constructively in society and the economy – locally, nationally and globally. 

 
BIST student profile  
 

One of our long-term aims is to ensure that our children leave our school at graduation as knowledgeable, 
responsible, independent and happy young adults with a complex, positive and balanced approach 
towards life. We want our graduates to be equipped with a set of skills, values and abilities that will enable 
them to build a successful life and make a valuable contribution to the community they will be in. We want 
our children to leave our school well aware of their strengths and weakness, passions and abilities and we 
want our children to learn how to live purposeful and meaningful lives. 
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The role of the parents  
 

We are committed to providing parents with opportunities to learn about the curriculum and to explore 
ways in which they can help their children and be involved in their learning and education. We do this by: 

• Holding regular parents’ evenings to discuss children’s progress; 

• Sending reports to parents in which we outline the progress made by each child and indicate how 
further development and improvement can be made; 

• Explaining to parents how they can support their children with homework; 

• Encouraging children who chose to research a topic independently with their family at home and 
celebrating any work brought into school; 

• Encouraging parents to come into school to give talks or workshops to groups of children, or to 
volunteer their skills, expertise, resources or contacts in order to enrich the educational experience 
that we provide. Parents who feel that they may have something to offer to the school are most 
welcome to speak to members of staff or to write to the Head of School or another member of the SLT 
at any time. 

 
Monitoring and evaluation and development of the curriculum  
 

The curriculum is subject to continuous evaluation and review by the School Board and School Leadership 
Team and other committees or working groups as may, from time to time, be set up. 

• In the Primary School (Reception, Key Stages 1 and 2), the Key Stage Coordinators, Head of Primary 
School and Head of School share overall responsibility for the academic life of the school, including 
teaching and learning, assessment and monitoring, schemes of work, and support and management of 
subject leaders. 

• In the Secondary School (Key Stage 3 and 4) the Heads of Department, Head of Secondary School and 
Head of School share overall responsibility for the academic life of the school, including teaching and 
learning, assessment and monitoring, schemes of work, and support and management of subject 
leaders. 

• Subject leaders and Heads of Department write and update (at least annually) a development plan that 
is linked to the School Development Plan and to their budgets. 

• The responsibility of SLT includes monitoring and supporting through observations, work scrutiny, 
professional review meetings and subject leaders/heads of department/staff meetings. This culminates 
in an annual review of progress, which will help to determine the ongoing School Development Plan. 
 

Monitoring teaching and learning  
 

Teachers and teaching assistants reflect on their own practice, skills, strengths and areas for development 
through the annual professional review system and as a continuous process. Regular discussions take place 
with line managers/members of the leadership team in order to plan professional development needs and 
initiatives. Classroom visits and learning walks are also regularly carried out. We look for continuous 
improvement and development in the following areas: 

• Effectiveness of pupils’ learning and their motivation for learning; 

• High expectations of all pupils; 

• Knowledge, skills and understanding in subject areas; 

• The craft of the classroom; 

• Positive relationships in the classroom; 

• Language and meaningful feedback;  

• Effective assessment; 

• Creativity; 

• Collaboration with colleagues; 
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• Appropriate use of resources and ICT; 

• Effective contribution to activities; 

• Implementation of school policies and procedures. 
 

The Head of School and other members of the school leadership team coordinate and monitor the 
provision and practice of learning and teaching in the school. This includes: 

• Monitoring year groups and individual long, medium and short term planning to ensure suitable 
activities are in place in all curriculum areas; 

• Reviewing teaching arrangements; 

• Monitoring the progress of individual children; 

• Supporting members of staff and the SEN Coordinator in the identification of, and provision for, 
children with specific educational needs; 

• Providing advice to staff on learning and teaching strategies; 

• Organising parent-teacher meetings and report deadlines, in accordance with the assessment policies; 

• Liaising with parents and outside agencies on issues related to learning and teaching. 
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Reception stage curriculum policy (specifics) 
Learning and discovering through play  

 
Introduction  
 

Adults and children are critical partners in the learning process; if adults are to model and ‘scaffold’ the 
skills that they would prize in their children – skills of enquiry, creativity, critical thinking, problem-solving, 
reasoning and conflict resolution – they must also have the capacity to embrace for themselves the risks 
and challenges that all new learning brings. 
 

The Foundation Stage effects a smooth transition from home to school and offers stability for the younger 
child. In all lessons, children are provided with an environment in which they are given opportunities to 
express themselves using a variety of media and suitable material to stimulate and extend imagination and 
understanding. Through planned play and talking, young children learn about themselves and the world 
around them. They are given opportunities to socialise, make friends and therefore develop personal, 
social and emotional skills, as well as confidence.  
 

In the Foundation Stage, we acknowledge the potential for learning in every activity and situation that 
arises. Our aim is to provide a secure and stimulating environment in which children flourish and learn to 
make sense of the real world. We make the children feel valued and give them the confidence to become 
active learners. Our activities provide first-hand experiences through play and discussion, where children 
are encouraged to interact with others, to move about and explore a wide variety of learning situations. 
There are well-planned areas of provision in the wide range of activities, resources and materials available. 
Opportunities are provided for sustained activity and continuous provision, as well as spontaneous, self-
chosen activities. It is important to us that children experience success, have fun and enjoy themselves 
whilst learning.  
 

The Foundation Stage staff work as part of a team to create a cohesive unit, where children have 
opportunities to work together during free flow times, accessing shared continuous provision. Our staff 
plan and work together to ensure continuity and progression, providing age and stage related activities. 
Children are also taught in a variety of ways; in whole class groups, small group work, pairs and 
individually.  
 
EYFS Areas of Learning 
 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is a curriculum from birth to five years old. At BIST, the Foundation 

Stage comprises of one Reception class. We follow the strands set by this curriculum and concentrate the 

learning opportunities on the seven areas of learning (3 Prime and 4 Specific) which are:  

• Personal Social and Emotional Development     

• Physical Development        

• Communication and Language  

• Literacy 

• Mathematics 

• Understanding of the World   

• Expressive Arts and Design  
 

None of these areas can be delivered in isolation from the others. They are equally important and depend 
on each other. All areas are delivered through a balance of adult-led and child-initiated activities. 
 

Children’s play reflects their wide ranging and varied interests and preoccupations. During play, children 
learn at their highest level and play with peers is important for children’s development. Through play and 
practical experiences, children learn about the world and their place in it.  
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They learn through first-hand experiences, talk, books and equipment. We set realistic yet challenging 
expectations that meet the needs of our children. We achieve this by planning to meet the needs of boys 
and girls, children with special educational needs, children who are more able, children with disabilities, 
children from all social and cultural backgrounds, children of different ethnic groups and those from 
diverse linguistic backgrounds. 
 
Personal Social and Emotional Development  
 

The school fosters and develops relationships between home, school and the community as a whole. 
Children are encouraged to learn to work, share, take turns and co-operate with others. They are 
encouraged to be independent and make choices for themselves. They are also encouraged to be sensitive 
to the needs of others and to respect other cultures and beliefs. Children are nurtured to become 
confident young leaders with a positive self-image.  
 
Physical Development  
 

Children are given opportunities to move to music, use equipment, and to develop their fine and gross 
motor skills. They develop an increasing understanding of how their body works and what is needed to be 
healthy. This is done both indoors and outdoors and by working with a wide range of resources.  
 
Communication and Language  
 

This covers all aspects of language development and provides the foundation for literacy skills. We aim to 
extend and enrich the children’s vocabulary through story time, rhymes, role-play, song and group 
discussions. Children are encouraged to share their own experiences through speaking and acting out 
events in imaginative play and talking about their own ideas. They are encouraged to take part in class 
activities such as working with puppets, participating in music sessions, saying rhymes and singing songs 
together.  
 
Literacy  
 

We have a variety of resources for the children to use to help them develop early literacy skills. In 
Reception, children learn reading and writing through the Jolly Phonics programme. Jolly Phonics is a fun 
and child-centred approach to teaching literacy through synthetic phonics (using the letter sound rather 
than the letter name). The sounds are taught in a specific order (not alphabetically) using an animated and 
multi-sensory approach. Using a synthetic phonics approach, Jolly Phonics teaches children the five key 
skills for reading and writing.  
 

The Reception children will be given reading stage books when they finish learning the sounds and are 
confident in blending them. Every child will have a Reading Record kept by the Reception teacher; this will 
be sent home so that every parent is aware of their child’s progress in reading. Spelling practice will also 
be introduced in the Reception class later in the year as part of children’s transition to Y1 expectations. 
 

As a part of Literacy, children are encouraged to use the mark-making areas indoors and outdoors 
independently but they also take part in teacher-led activities. These activities include whole class shared 
reading, phonics sessions and small group guided reading and writing. The pre-writing work encourages 
correct pencil control, left/right orientation and cursive letter formation. Children can develop their writing 
skills in accordance with their age, ability and competence. 
 
Mathematics  
 

We aim for children to achieve mathematical understanding and a firm foundation for numeracy through 
practical activities and using and understanding language in the development of simple mathematical 
ideas.  
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Pre-number work is covered through nursery rhymes and number activities. Children are given the 
opportunity to learn about number, shape, space, position and pattern. They are introduced to simple 
mathematical concepts, such as measuring, weighing and comparing. Varied sorting and matching 
activities are provided for a deeper understanding of the concepts. 
 
Understanding of the World  
 

All children are given opportunities to solve problems, investigate, make decisions and experiment. They 
will learn about living things, their environment, the world around them and the people who are important 
in their lives. Children are also given opportunities to develop computing skills and to work with and use 
modern technology.  
 
Expressive Arts and Design  
 

We provide opportunities for all children to explore and share their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a 
variety of art, design, technology, music, drama, movement, dance and imaginative play activities. Children 
are given opportunities to make paintings, drawings, collages, models and use basic musical instruments. 
Children also learn new songs and rhymes and enjoy singing them with each other. Colour recognition is 
taught, naming colours, mixing paints, sorting and matching. At various times during the year, children are 
given the opportunity to participate in school productions and assemblies.  
 
Planning the curriculum  
 

Learning through play is one of our main foci at this stage. Although structured and organised on certain 
activities during the day, the programme is meant to draw the children into a new “adventure” and 
journey through play every week. Please see below a sample of a normal school day:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reception Library 
 

At BIST, we offer children the possibility of borrowing books to enjoy at home together with their parents.  
There is a Reading Record table which needs to be filled in by the parent whenever they borrow/bring back 
a book. Parents also need to inform Reception teachers when taking books out of our library. 
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Outside 
 

We have an outside learning space where children access each day. Children should be equipped with all-
weather clothing and footwear. We offer a large outdoor protected area, so children feel there are no 
barriers to learning. The outside area is an extension of the classroom and there is a variety of resources to 
facilitate learning. In this area, Reception staff provide planned activities for children, as well as providing 
students opportunities to make their own choices.  
 
Expectations in Reception  
 

When beginning Reception stage, we expect all children to be nappy trained so that they can use the toilet 
independently or with a bit of adult support. Since we encourage independence in every child, we also 
expect children to be able to feed themselves independently.  
 

Please remember that every child needs at least an extra change of clothes in school and a pair of indoor 
shoes. Children shoes need to be easy to do, either with Velcro fastening or with elastic fastening; please 
note that shoelace fastening is not accepted, as this type of shoe fastening is not appropriate for this age. 
All children are expected to wear the school uniform at all times.  
 

Please make sure that your child is appropriately dressed for the weather. We spend a lot of time in the 
open and children need to be provided with rain/snow clothing and shoes when necessary. 
 
Allergies and medical Needs 
 

Parents/carers are asked to inform us of any foods their children are allergic to or any foods they do not 
wish their child to eat.  
 

We keep a note of any medical needs, allergies, children who need inhalers, epi-pens on SchoolBase so 
everyone is aware of the individual needs. Every morning children in the Reception group are screened by 
the school nurse to help control infectious diseases. The nurse’s office is very close to the Reception class 
area.  
 
Transition to Y1 
 

Every year the children in the Reception class will benefit from a Transition Day, when they spend half a 
day in Year 1 with the teachers, following the Year 1 timetable. This is meant to ease their way towards 
Primary School and to raise their awareness of main expectations in Key Stage 1.  
 
Equal Opportunities 
 

It is important that the Reception Stage approach encourages understanding, knowledge and personal and 
social development. Through this, it is hoped that respect for all will develop. All pupils have access to the 
7 areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage. During field trips and outdoor play provision is made for 
certain pupils with SEN and physical disabilities.  
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Primary School curriculum policy (specifics) 
Exploring and learning the basics of the curriculum / Developing communication and application skills   

 
Introduction  
 

At BIST, our Primary School curriculum is based on the Cambridge Primary Programme (English and 
Mathematics), as well as the National Curriculum in England (all other subjects except for Romanian 
Language). Our rigorous, well-planned curriculum, combined with high quality teaching, ensures that 
children are supported, challenged and inspired to be well rounded, empathetic young people who have a 
genuine thirst for learning. Children develop a strong sense of moral purpose in addition to a respect for 
and understanding of people.  

 

The curriculum includes all of the planned activities that the school organises in order to promote learning, 
personal growth, development and wellbeing. It includes, not only the formal requirements of the 
Cambridge Primary Programme and the National Curriculum, but also the range of extra-curricular 
activities that the school organises in order to enrich the experiences of our children. It also includes the 
‘invisible curriculum’, or what the children learn from the way they are treated and expected to behave.  
 
Planning the curriculum  
 

Our curriculum is delivered using a variety of approaches and resources depending on the nature of the 
subject being taught and the needs of the children. We aim to ease the transition from Reception to Key 
Stage 1 continuing the “learn through play” approach as much as possible in all subjects with a focus on 
agreed term themes and a more developed project-based approach in the cross-curricular area of the 
curriculum.  
 

English, Mathematics, Computer Science, PSHEE, Languages, Music and PE are taught as single subjects 
and we follow the cross-curricular approach in a combined slot on the timetable in Science, History, 
Geography and Art. Please see below a possible structure of the school day including the number of 
lessons per week in every component:  
 

Key Stage 1 sample  
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Key Stage 2 sample  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 1 / Exploring and learning the basics of the curriculum 

We encourage children to take control of their learning and development at an early age. We want them to 

take pride in their achievements and adopt an independent and self-reliant approach to school. Particular 

attention is given to the social and emotional development of all children. 

The cross-curricular approach adopted in our school will provide a meaningful way in which students can 

use knowledge learned in one context as a knowledge base in other contexts in and out of school. It will 

increase students’ motivation for learning and their level of engagement. 

Key Stage 2 / Developing communication and application skills   

A greater degree of autonomy is expected of the children as they move into Key Stage 2, when they are 

gradually encouraged to accept new levels of responsibility and demonstrate leadership skills. Subject 

teaching becomes more defined, especially in the core subjects of English, Mathematics, Science and 

Computer Science. As students enter Year 6, they are prepared for the subject-oriented approach of the 

Secondary School. 

The cross-curricular approach adopted in our school will provide a meaningful way in which students can 

use knowledge learned in one context as a knowledge base in other contexts in and out of school. It will 

increase students’ motivation for learning and their level of engagement. 
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Transition into Secondary School  
 

We recognise that moving onto Secondary School can be a difficult and stressful time for Year 6 pupils, and 
their parents, so we have devised a transition programme which should contain the following provision: 
• PSHEE sessions during Term 3 with the focus on life in Secondary School;  
• A 3-day transition programme in the Secondary School during term 3 in which Year 6 follow a typical 

Secondary School day meeting their form teachers and subject teachers for the following year, if 
possible. They will have taster lessons and become familiar with the classes and teachers; 

• Presentation from some Year 7 pupils to Year 6 to offer guidance and advice; 
• A graduation / farewell assembly in the week before the transition week; 
• A parent information meeting with the Head of Secondary and Year 7 form teachers on the last day of 

the transition programme; 
• A graduation ceremony on the penultimate Friday of the year; 
• A residential trip in their final week as Year 6; 
 

In addition, the Head of Secondary School is provided with handover information by the Head of Primary 
School which contains the following: 
• GL Data and analysis from the Cambridge Exams in English and Mathematics; 
• School report from the end of year; 
• Relevant pastoral details about each pupil, including strengths, areas for development, social skills, 

behaviour, familial circumstances, medical issues, SEND, etc; 
• The Head of Secondary School will provide feedback from subject teachers in the Secondary School 

after the first half term, back to Head of Primary School about how students have coped, in order to 
allow the Primary School to reflect on their KS2 and transition programmes. 

 
Inclusion and Differentiation  
 

In order to provide all pupils with relevant and appropriate work at each stage:  

• We set suitable learning challenges  

• Respond to pupils’ diverse needs  

• Endeavour to overcome potential barriers to learning  
 

Learning is planned and adapted to enable children to broaden, deepen and accelerate their understanding 
and development of skills and knowledge. Children are challenged to think at depth and deepen their 
learning across the curriculum. Regular formative assessments identify children/groups of children for 
differentiated activities. Our curriculum is inclusive and promotes a growth mind set in all our children 
linking back to our school mission, as we work together to provide a learning environment where students 
are supported and encouraged to become confident, happy lifelong learners. Extra support and 
interventions are provided for children as necessary and in line with our EAL and SEND policy. 
 
Curriculum review 
 

The curriculum monitoring and review in the Primary School (including Reception) is the responsibility of 
the Head of Primary School supported by the Reception and Key Stage coordinators. Together, they must 
review the way the subject is taught in the school and plan for improvement. This development planning 
links to whole-school objectives. Each coordinator reviews the curriculum, plans for their stage, ensures 
that there is full coverage of the adopted school curriculum and that progression is planned into schemes 
of work.  
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Secondary School curriculum policy  
Critical thinking, analysing and debating, making choices/ Career preparation  

Introduction   

At BIST the Secondary School curriculum for Key Stage 3 is based on the Cambridge Secondary 1 
programme in English, Mathematics and Science and the National Curriculum in England for all the other 
subjects except for the Romanian language lessons. At Key Stage 4 all subjects (expect for Romanian, PE 
and PSHEE) are based on the Cambridge programme and will lead to the IGCSE qualifications offered by 
Cambridge Examinations. At Key Stage 5 we aim to implement the International Baccalaureate 
programme.  
 

The Secondary School curriculum includes all the planned activities that we, as a school, organise in order 
to promote learning, personal growth, development, and wellbeing. It includes, not only the formal 
requirements of the adopted curriculum, but also the range of extra-curricular activities that the school 
organises in order to enrich the experiences of our children. It also includes the ‘invisible curriculum’, or 
what the children learn from the way they are treated and expected to behave.  
 

A flexible timetable widens the choices available to students and enables them to follow a curriculum that 
is best suited to their interests, skills and needs in the Secondary School. 
 

Fundamental to the curriculum is the quality of teaching and learning. We continually look for ways to 
improve the quality of teaching, based on a British model of quality and a reflective, collaborative 
approach. To improve the quality of learning we run a comprehensive INSET/training programme and 
share good practice between teaching staff and with other schools. The school offers regular staff training 
opportunities, including attending both internal and external CPD training sessions.   
 
Planning the curriculum  
 

Key Stage 3 / Critical thinking, analysing and debating, making choices 

Our curriculum is delivered using a variety of approaches and resources depending on the nature of the 

subject being taught and the needs of the children. Please see below a possible structure of the school day 

including the number of lessons per week in every component:  
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The purpose of the Key Stage 3 curriculum is to provide students with a wide variety of experiences and 

opportunities which will allow them to discover and develop skills and passions, but also to provide them 

with a solid academic base for their two-year IGCSE programme starting in Year 10. 

In Key Stage 3 the lessons will be taught by different specialist teachers and all students will study the 

same curriculum except for the Modern Foreign Language where students will have a choice between 

French, German or Spanish. In addition, the curriculum will be enriched with numerous extracurricular 

activities that will  happen during the school year. 

Key Stage 4 (IGCSE programme) / making choices and career preparation  

At Key Stage 4 children will study three core subjects (English, Mathematics and Science) and four optional 

subjects (French, German, Spanish, Romanian, History, Geography, Art, Music, Drama, Economics, Business 

Studies, Sociology). All subjects will lead towards the IGCSE exams which will be sat at the end of Year 10 or 

11 depending on a students’ academic levels. 'Fast-tracking' will be part of the school approach and it will 

be coordinated by the school based on the student’s strengths and in line with their educational path in 

the school. We will, however, aim to ensure that all exams sat before the end of Year 11 will be passed 

with very good grades. Please see below a possible structure of the school day including the number of 

lessons per week in every component: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we move on into the Cambridge IGCSE programme, students will have to start thinking about their 

career options. Support will be offered in various ways as part of the school counselling programme for 

academic and career paths. One of our aims at this stage will be to ensure students pass their IGCSE exams 

with the best possible grades. In addition, as we move into Year 11, we will start preparing students for the 

transition to the Key Stage 5 programme (International Baccalaureate).  

The academic programme for Key Stage 5 (Year 12 and 13) will be based on the International 

Baccalaureate curriculum. Students finishing the IGCSE programme and passing with a minimum of six A* 

to C grades (three grades must be A* / A) will be eligible to start the IB Diploma Programme in Year 12. 

Students not meeting the required criteria, will be given the option to improve their IGCSE portfolio by 

retaking certain IGCSE exams or can start the IB Career Related Programme. 
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Careers and academic counselling  

The Career Counselling programme effectively starts at Year 9 at the IGCSE Options Evening, which will 

take place in Term 2a each year. Careers guidance is also provided throughout the course of the year in 

PSHEE with specially designed sessions by the university and career advisors and academic counsellors. In 

addition, the school will organise several visits by outside agencies, speakers and advisers. University fairs 

and trips to universities are part of the process and will happen during the year for Years 11, 12 and 13.  

The person responsible with career paths in the school will put together a counselling programme and will 

keep a record of student’s profiles and objectives as per their passions, skills, choices, academic record and 

targets.   

Work Experience  

A Work Experience programme will be implemented for students in Year 11 and 12. This refers to 

placement on employer’s premises in which a student carries out a particular task or duty, or a range of 

tasks or duties, more or less as would an employee, but with the emphasis on the learning aspects of the 

experience. Years 11 - 12 students have the option to undertake a two-week work experience in the final 

two weeks of Term 3. This will be an integral part of the career’s education guidance programme at BIST. 

Option evenings  

Students in Year 9 and Year 11 will have various opportunities in the school (including through the PSHEE 

programme or using the BridgeU platform) to find out about the IGCSE and IB programme and will 

therefore be able to make  informed decisions  in relation to what subjects to choose for the IGCSE and IB 

programme. In addition, two option evening sessions will be organised for the parents (for Year 9 parents 

and Year 11 parents) in order to ensure parents are involved in the process and understand the academic 

path of their sons and daughters. Individual meetings will be organised when required in order to ensure 

the best possible academic path for students in the school.  

Formal examination  
 

Formal external assessed examinations in the Secondary School are outlined below:  

• End of Year 9 – Cambridge Checkpoint exams in English, Mathematics and Science; 

• Year 10 and Year 11 – Cambridge IGCSE exams in all Cambridge curriculum subjects studied; 

• Year 13 – the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme  
 
Curriculum review 
 

The curriculum monitoring and review in the Secondary School is the responsibility of the Head of 
Secondary School supported by the Head of Departments. Together, they will review the way the subjects 
are taught in the school and plan for improvement. This development planning links to whole-school 
objectives. Each coordinator reviews the curriculum, plans for their stage, ensures that there is full 
coverage of the adopted school curriculum and that progression is planned into schemes of work.  
 

 

 

 


